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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-14 remain pending and have been examined. 

Priority 

Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an 
application filed in Japan on August 13, 2002. Receipt is acknowledged of papers 
submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers have been placed of record in the 
file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on July 12, 2004 was filed 
after the filing date of July 24, 2003 for application 10/625,643. The submission is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the Examiner is 
considering the information disclosure statement with a signed and initialed copy being 
attached hereto. 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on July 24, 2003 was filed 
on the same date as the filing date of the instant application. However, the Examiner 
notes that the submission fails to comply with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97, 1 .98 and 
MPEP § 609 because Atty. Docket Numbers are used to represent what appears to be 
pending applications on the information disclosure statement. Additionally, the 
Examiner notes that no copies of the documents have been submitted in place of a 
correct information disclosure statement indicating the properly assigned application 
numbers of the respective Atty. Docket Numbers. Accordingly, this information 
disclosure statement has been placed in the application file, but the information referred 
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to therein has not been considered as to the merits. Applicant is advised that the date 
of any re-submission of any item of information contained in this information disclosure 
statement or the submission of any missing element(s) will be the date of submission for 
purposes of determining compliance with the requirements based on the time of filing 
the statement, including all certification requirements for statements under 37 CFR 
1.97(e). See MPEP § 609.05(a). 

Drawings 

Figures 1 and 2 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because 
only that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

o Page 4 line 27: A closed parenthesis mark appears with no apparent 

opening parenthesis mark to which it belongs, 
o Page 9 line 19: The word "therefor" is present. The Examiner suggests 

'therefore' as replacement. 
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o Page 9 line 22: An "s" appears after the word comprise. Deletion is 
suggested. 

o Page 1 1 line 16: An s is needed after the word module to maintain plural 

subject and noun agreement, 
o Page 14 line 6: On line 4 an open parenthesis mark appears with no 
apparent closing parenthesis mark in the subsequent lines. 
The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to 
determine the presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is 
requested in correcting any errors of which applicant may become aware in the 
specification. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. The claims as currently written describe and 
define a program. A program in and of itself is non-statutory. After looking over the 
disclosure, the Examiner was unable to locate where the program might be found in 
tangible means. The Examiner further notes however, that a way to overcome this 
rejection is to re-write the claims such that the program is tangibly embodied on a 
computer readable medium. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Bartholomew et al. (U.S. 5,978,591) hereinafter referred to as Bartholomew. 
As per independent claim 1, Bartholomew teach, 

o a rewriter which loads and writes information transferred through a first 
bus into a rewrite area of a non-volatile memory storing at least one of 
device information and data transfer control program information; and 
(Column 7 lines 26-30). 
o a rewriter activation section which causes the rewriter to start processing 
when a second bus is detected to have no connection to any device. 
(Column 7 lines 36-39). 
As per dependent claim 2, Bartholomew teach, wherein the detection of whether 
or not the second bus is connected to a second device is based on the result of an 
access to a register of the second device (Column 7 lines 39-44). 

As per dependent claim 3, Bartholomew teach, wherein the rewriter writes 
information into the rewrite area by performing data transfer between the data transfer 
control device and a first device connected to the first bus in a mode of loading 
information to the rewrite area (Column 7 lines 44-48). 
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As per dependent claim 4, Bartholomew teach, wherein data transferred from a 
first device through the first bus is transferred to a second device through the second 
bus, and data transferred from the second device through the second bus is transferred 
to the first device through the first bus, in an ordinary operating mode that differs from a 
mode of loading information to the rewrite area (Column 7 lines 26-29). 

As per dependent claim 5, Bartholomew teach, wherein the device information 
includes identification information that is specific to an electronic instrument in which the 
data transfer control device is embedded (Column 6 lines 25-29). 

As per dependent claim 6, Bartholomew teach, wherein the non-volatile memory 
has an area in which is stored information for indicating whether or not the data transfer 
control program information has been written correctly into the rewrite area (Column 7 
lines 44-48). The Examiner is interpreting the "Code Update" string to be 
acknowledgement of whether or not the data transfer control program was written 
correctly. This is further taught and shown in Column 7 lines 49-52. 

As per dependent claim 7, Bartholomew teach, wherein: the non-volatile memory 
has an area in which is stored rewriter processing setting information for setting whether 
processing by the rewriter is enabled or disabled; and the rewriter processing setting 
information is set to enabled in an initial state but is set to disabled at the end of 
processing by the rewriter. (Column 6 lines 36-39). The Examiner notes that at the end 
of the reprogramming stage, execution is passed to the newly installed application code 
in the memory. The act of passing execution from the reprogramming stage to the 



Application/Control Number: 10/625,643 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2187 

application code, is effectively disabling the reprogrammer and is accordingly disabling 
the reprogrammer so that execution can then continue. 
As per dependent claim 8, Bartholomew teach, 

o wherein the first bus transfers data conforming to a first interface standard, 

and (Column 6 lines 18-20). 
o the second bus transfers data conforming to a second interface standard. 

(Column 7 lines 26-29). 
The Examiner notes that the first interface standard is the passing of data 
from a computer to the personal information device. The second interface 
standard is the internal passing of the data from the personal information 
device into the personal information device's memory. Accordingly, the 
system of Bartholomew has two interface standards for which the data is 
passed across. 
As per dependent claim 9, Bartholomew teach, 

o the data transfer control device as defined in claim 1 ; and (Column 6 lines 
18-20). 

o a second device connected to the second bus. (Column 6 lines 18-20). 
As per independent claim 10, Bartholomew teach, 

o a rewriter which loads and writes information transferred through a first 
bus into a rewrite area of a non-volatile memory storing at least one of 
device information and data transfer control program information; and 
(Column 7 lines 26-30). 
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o a rewriter activation section which causes the rewriter to start processing 
when a second bus is detected to have no connection to any device. 
(Column 7 lines 36-39). 
As per dependent claim 11, Bartholomew teach, wherein the detection of 
whether or not the second bus is connected to a second device is based on the result of 
an access to a register of the second device (Column 7 lines 39-44). 

As per dependent claim 12, Bartholomew teach, the non-volatile memory has an 
area in which is stored rewriter processing setting information for setting whether 
processing by the rewriter is enabled or disabled; and the rewriter processing setting 
information is set to enabled in an initial state but is set to disabled at the end of 
processing by the rewriter (Column 6 lines 36-39). The Examiner notes that at the end 
of the reprogramming stage, execution is passed to the newly installed application code 
in the memory. The act of passing execution from the reprogramming stage to the 
application code, is effectively disabling the reprogrammer and is accordingly disabling 
the reprogrammer so that execution can then continue. 
As per independent claim 13, Bartholomew teach, 

o disconnecting the second device from the second bus to start rewriter 
processing that is activated when the second device is disconnected from 
the second bus; (Column 7 lines 36-39). 
o loading and writing information transferred through a first bus into a rewrite 
area by the rewriter processing, the rewrite area storing at least one of 
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device information and data transfer control program information; and 
(Column 6 lines 18-20) 
o connecting the second device to the second bus after the writing of the 
information into the rewrite area (Column 7 lines 30-35). 
As per dependent claim 14, Bartholomew teach, wherein the device information 
includes identification information that is specific to an electronic instrument in which the 
data transfer control device is embedded (Column 6 lines 25-29). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

1. U.S. Patent No. 6,202,209 Bartholomew et al. teach a method for 
downloading and updating a memory. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew Bradley whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8575. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30-3:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Donald A. Sparks can be reached on (571) 272-4201. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/625,643 



Page 10 



Art Unit: 2187 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



DAS/mb 




DONALD SPARKS 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



